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told nothing. The papers print nothing beyond the fact that
the French envoys have left for the German lines. The Temps
speaks bluntly of the coming "Diktat." But the man in the
street speaks of "peace negotiations," estimating how much
French territory will have to be ceded and preparing to return
home as soon as possible. The masses have failed to under-
stand the real nature of an armistice, for the censor up to now
has not permitted any discussion on this point. Today for the
first time the public is informed that a request for the cessation
of hostilities is an admission that it is impossible to continue
the war, e.g., there will be an unconditional surrender, and the
conditions will be imposed by the victors. The Petite Gironde
points out the need for making this clear in order that "when
the truth can no longer be concealed" there will be "no brutal
reactions" among the people.
An informal meeting of the members of the French Parlia-
ment now in Bordeaux is attended by some 50 senators and
deputies. They are reported to have decided to stand by
Marshal Petain regardless of their individual opinions; and
they applaud M. Laval's statement that it is not by leaving
France that they can save her.
While their government's representatives discuss armistice
terms the French soldiers continue to fight. A French com-
munique states that the troops in the Vosges have formed
themselves into a vast square and are giving battle vigorously.
Berlin's evening news (according to the British United Press)
is that the most bitter fighting is now taking place near Thion-
ville, in northern Lorraine, near the Luxembourg frontier,